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Nov.  30th,  1909,  at  the  consecration  of  the 
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BY   THE 


Rev.  Canon  Tucker,  M.A.,  D.C.L. 

General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  Canada 


THE  NEW  ERA 

I. 

The  official  organ  of  our  Missionary  Society. 

2. 

Carefully  illustrated. 

3- 

Contains    detailed    and    accurate    information 

regarding  our  missionary  work,  both  at  home 

and  abroad. 

4- 

Furnishes   ample   material   for   missionary   ser- 

mons and  addresses. 

5- 

Deep  and  permanent  interest  can  only  be  the 

result  of  knowledge. 

6. 

The  New  Era  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  spread- 

ing  knowledge. 

7- 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  missionary 

work  of  the  church  : 

(a)     That  it  be  read  by  every  clergyman. 

(b)     That  it  be  in  every  church  home. 

8. 

Will    you    become    a    subscriber  ? 

9- 

Will  you  try  to  secure  subscribers  among  your 

people  ? 

Sermon  Preached  in  St.  James' 
Cathedral,  Toronto 

St.  Andrew's   Day,  November  30,   1909 

at    the    Consecration    of    the   Right    Rev.    William    C.    White,    D.D.,    Bishop 

in  Honan,  China,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Tucker,  M.A.,  D.C.L., 

General  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society 

of    the    Church    of    England 

in    Canada 


"When  tin-  fulness  <>f  the  time  was 
come  God  sent  forth  His  Son.  Gfal. 
4  :  4- 

I.  At  this  season  of  Advent  our 
Church  invites  us  to  meditate  on  the 
lirst  coming  of  Christ  in  great  humil- 
it\  to  be  the  Redeemer  of  the  World  ; 
and,  bv  association  of  ideas,  on  his 
second  coming  in  glorious  majesty  to 
lie  the  Head  and  I, oid  of  a  redeemed 
humanil  \ . 

II.  "When  the  fulness  of  the  time 
was  come  God  sent  forth  His  Son." 
All  the  streams  of  the  past  had  been 
converging  to  that  great  end.  The 
Roman  power  had  conquered  the 
known  world  and  Roman  law  and 
order  guaranteed  personal  freedom 
and  security  to  life  and  property 
throughout  the  civilized  globe.  The 
Creek  language,  literature  and  phil- 
osophy had  developed  and  demon- 
strated the  varied  capacities  of  the 
human  intellect  and  become  an  in- 
comparable medium  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  highest  ideas  and  purpos- 
es of  man.  Jewish  religion  and  mor 
ality,     culminating    in   the  person    of 

itsus  of  Nazareth,  in  the  Gospel  of 
Redemption  and  in  the  Church  of  the 
Living      God,        provided       the      highest 

message  th.it  was  ever  made  known 
to  man,  tin-  deepest  inspiration  that 
could  give  it  life  and  power,  and  the 
lust  agency  1>\  which  it  could  secure 
world-wide  dissemination.  As  ,i  con 
sequence  the  Apostles  and  lust  dis- 
ciples   of    Jesus   Christ    went    forth,     in 


the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  the 
religious  conquest  of  the   world. 

III.  But  the  world,  at  the  lirst 
Advent,  was  a  very  small  world.  It 
bordered  on  the  shores  of  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea.  The  regions  beyond 
were,  many  of  them,  inaccessible  to 
the  Messengers  of  the  Cross,  and, 
when  the  fervour  of  tin-  zeal  of  the 
Apostolic  age  had  been  spent,  they 
remained  for  centuries  beyond  the 
sphere  of  the  Church's  influence.  But 
now,  after  nearlv  two  millenniums 
the  modern  age  has  brought  an  en- 
larged   view    of    the    world    and     pi 

the  Christian  Church  face  to  face 
with  its  paramount  mission,  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  whole  human  race. 
Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  twen- 
tieth century,  a  new  fulness  of  time 
has  come  and  we  may  look  forward 
to  a  Second  Advent  when  the  king- 
doms of  this  world  shall  have  become 
the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  of  His 
Christ. 

IV.  And  this  great  miracle  of  trans- 
formation has  been  wrought  mainly 
in  the  course  of  the  last  century. 
Fifty  years  ago  Japan  was  absolutely 
closed  to  the  world,  and  even  twenty- 
h\c  years  ago  edicts  were  posted  over 
tin-  whole  Empire  threatening  the 
severest  penalties  to  am  one  who 
should  dale  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  Now  the  country  is  wide  open 
in  all  its  cities,  towns,  villages,  high- 
ways and  market  pi. ices.  And  it  is 
stated    with    some  degree   of   truth  that 
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And  is  not  Christ  the  Desire  of  the 
Nations  and  the  fulfilment  of  all  na- 
tional as  well  as  personal  aspirations? 

And  our  undertaking,  though  infin- 
itely small  in  itself  as  compared  with 
the  need  which  it  is  meant  to  supply, 
means  potentially  at  least,  something 
worthy  of  the  occasion.  For  it  is  not 
only  the  sending  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  to  China.  It  is  not  only  the 
sending  of  the  messengers  of  whom  it 
is  written,  "How  beautiful  upon  the 
mountains  are  the  feet  of  them  that 
preach  the  gospel  of  peace."  It  is 
also  the  sending  of  a  complete  Church 
with  a  bishop,  priests,  women  work- 
ers, and  eventually,  we  hope,  medical 
and  industrial  missionaries — an  or- 
ganization fully  equipped  to  meet  all 
the  emergencies  that  may  arise  in  the 
future,  and  to  provide  for  the  com- 
plete development  of  a  native,  self- 
governing,  self-supporting,  self-propa- 
gating Church. 

And  we  have  special  reason  to  be 
thankful  that,  at  such  a  time  as  this, 
God  has  not  only  provided  a  field 
and  a  call  for  us,  but  that  He  has 
also  prepared  a  man  for  the  occasion. 
By  special  endowments  of  mind  and 
character,  consecrated  to  the  service 
of  God  and  quickened  into  fruitful 
action  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  Mr.  White 
has  proved  himself  to  be  a  worker 
that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed.  We 
magnify  the  grace  of  God  that  has 
raised  him  by  degrees  from  an  ob- 
scure missionary  into  the  self-denying 
worker  among  lepers  ;  into  the  suc- 
cessful pastor  who  raised  his  native 
flock  to  a  condition  of  self-support  ; 
into  the  wise  overseer  of  mission  sta- 
tions scattered  over  a  widely  extend- 
ed field  ;  into  the  prudent  counsellor 
who  won  the  confidence  of  heathen 
rulers  in  connection  with  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  odious  opium  habit  ;  and 
into  the  tactful  and  gracious  leader 
who  won  his  way  into  the  hearts  of 
the  literati  and  ruling  class  of  the 
land.  Bv  the  blessing  of  God  on  his 
devoted  labours  he  has  purchased  to 
himself  a  good  degree  and  has  justi- 
fied the  choice  of  the  Church  that 
sets  him  apart  to-day  for  the  highest 
and  most  responsible  office  in  her  gift, 
that  of  a  Bishop  of  the  Church  of 
God. 


VII.  This  day  marks  a  turning 
point  in  our  whole  history  as  a 
Church.  This  day  Foreign  Missions 
assume  a  new  meaning  and  import- 
ance with  us.  This  day  we  become 
formally  wedded  to  the  world  by  as- 
suming world-wide  obligations.  This 
day  we  consciously  enter  upon  a  new 
era  by  passing  out  of  the  sphere  of 
mere  parochialism  and  even  diocesan- 
ism  and  nationalism  with  all  their 
narrowing,  cramping  influences  to  ac- 
quire a  world-wide  vision  of  the  field 
and  a  truly  divine  conception  of  the 
Church  as  "ordained  of  God  for  the 
service  of  mankind."  This  in  turn 
cannot  fail  to  react  upon  the  whole  of 
our  spiritual  life  in  the  nation,  the 
diocese,  the  parish  and  the  home  by 
enabling  us  to  breathe  the  purer  air 
of  the  loftier  altitudes  and  be  swept 
by  the  inspiring  breezes  of  a  broader 
and  a  higher  life.  So  shall  the  win- 
dows of  heaven  be  opened  unto  us 
and  the  Lord  Himself  pour  us  out 
such  a  blessing  that  there  will  not  be 
room  enough  to  receive  it. 

VIII.  But  on  you,  my  brother,  a 
very  solemn  responsibility  is  being 
imposed  this  day,  by  the  call  of  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church  and  by  the 
imposition  of  the  hands  of  the  Epis- 
copate. The  great  Chinese  nation 
which  you  have  learned  to  love  you 
are  this  day  being  set  apart  to  serve 
in  a  higher  capacity.  The  dearest  in- 
terests of  our  beloved  Church  are  this 
day  committed  to  your  care.  The 
great  traditions  of  the  Episcopate 
you  are  henceforth  called  to  safe- 
guard. The  sacred  deposit  of  the 
Christian  faith  you  are  henceforth 
called  to  uphold  ;  and  this  you  can 
best  do,  in  accordance  with  all  ex- 
ample, by  its  faithful  and  widespread 
dissemination.  The  hopes  and  aspira- 
tions of  the  whole  Church  in  this 
emergency,  are  centred  in  you.  You 
will  be  upborne  by  the  prayer  and  the 
moral  and  spiritual  support  of  thous- 
ands who  will  be  glad  henceforth  to 
share  your  joys  and  sorrows,  your 
trials    and    your   triumphs. 

Be  not  overwhelmed  by  the 
weight  of  the  burden  thus  laid  upon 
you  ;  for  the  Lord  whom  you  serve 
hath  said  : — "Surelv  I  am  with  thee" 
— "My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee" — 
"Mv   strength   will   be  made   perfect    in 
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thy  weakness."  Sfotu  in  si  friend 
could  not  wish  i')i  you  nor  lot  him- 
self any  nignei  honour  than  thai  "i 
being  the  lust  Missionary  Bishop  sent 
out  from  the  Canadian  Church  to  the 
heathen  world  and  of  being  the  Inst 
Episcopal  Messenger  of  peace  and 
good  will,  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  from  the  Canadian  to  the 
Chinese  people. 

\l  i\  the  I.ord  of  the  Covenant, 
who  keepeth  His  promise  for  ever, 
Mess  you  and  keep  you  in  all  your 
ways;  may  the  Lord  lift  up  the  light 
of  ilis  countenance  upon  you  and  give 
you  peace,  prosperity  and  the  fulness 
of  spiritual   blessing. 

No  doubt  trials  and  perplexities 
will  arise  thickly  on  your  path  ;  for 
von  an-  entering  on  the  work  of  a 
pioneer  and  von  are  going  forth 
against    our     of     the  strongholds    of 

Satan.  But  list  in  tin-  assurance  that 
"Stronger  is  lie  that  is  with  you 
i luii  all  they  who  can  be  arrayed 
against  you  "  May  your  joy  and 
crown  of  rejoicing  Ik-  countless  souls 
redeemed  by  your  ministry  from  sin 
and  death.  And  just  as  it  is  written 
the   wall    of   the   city    has    twelve    foun- 
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tweh  e  apostles  of  I  he  Lamb  ,  so  ma\ 
youi  name  be  carved  tndeliblj  on  the 
Foundations  ol  a  new  Church  in  China 
thai  will,  like  a  pure  river  of  v 
of  life,  carrj  streams  of  blessing  to 
the  remotest  ages.  Methinks  I  see  a 
vision  — I  see  arise  in  China  a  new 
Church,  resplendent  in  the  beauty  ol 
holiness,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as 
the  sun,  terrible  as  an  anijy  with  ban- 
ners, endued  with  all  the  gifts  and 
graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  ;  a 
Church  new  only  in  point  of  time  and 
linked  in  its  origin  and  character  with 
our  young  Canadian  Church  ;  but  old 
in  all  else,  old  as  the  need  of  man  and 
the  love  of  God,  old  as  the  Gospel 
and  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  ;  ScriptUT- 
al  in  character,  Catholic  in  spirit , 
resting  on  the  solid  foundations  of  a 
remote  l>ast,  with  a  zeal  and  activity 
suited  to  the  requirements  <>f  the 
present,  and  with  a  far  away  look  to  a 
remote  future.  Such  a  Chureh  as  that 
alone  can  stand  the  storms  and  stress 
of  time  and  against  it  the  pates 
of  Hell  cannot  prevail  because  it  lias 
been  built  upon  the  foundations  of  the 
Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus  Christ 
Himself  being  the  Chief  Corner  Stone 
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1.  The  Chinese  are  the  oldest  na- 
tion on  earth,  representing  three 
thousand  years  of  history  and  at 
least  one  thousand  years  of  myth. 

2.  Honan      was     the     eradle    of   the 

the.  nucleus  of  the  Empire.  As 
being  central  it  was  called  the  Middle 
Kingdom,  a  name  which  has  passed 
to  the  whole   Kmpire. 

3.  The  population  is  400,000,000, 
equal  to  that  of  Europe  ;  one  quarter 
of  the  human  race,  one  half  of  the 
heathen  world. 

j  The  country  comprises  the  most 
varied  scenery,  climate  and  products 
and  inexhaustible  resources  in  the 
mine,  the  land  and  the  sea. 

5.  The  religions  are  Confucianism, 
Taoism,  Buddhism  and  Mohammedan- 
ism. 

6.  Confucius  and  Laotze  taught  and 
laboured    in    Honan   500  B.C.      They 


taught    tlu-    people    to   revere   the   wis 
dom   of  their  ancestors  and  to  look  to 
the    past    for    the    golden    age.      Heme 
for   two  millenniums  the  face  of  China 
has   been   turned    towards   the   past. 

7.  Confucianism  and  Taoism  arc 
systems  of  morality,  not  religions. 
They  offer  no  cleansing  from  sin,  no 
help  to  overcome  evil,  no  hope  for  a 
future  life.  Systems  of  despair,  thev 
are  stepping-stones  to  Him  who 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light 
in  the  Gospel. 

8.  Hence  the  Chinese  characteristics 
■  ■I  national  pride,  exclusiveness,  con- 
servatism and  stagnation  in  all  that 
concerns  progress — material,  moral 
and  spiritual. 

9.  For  three  thousand  years  China 
remained  closed  to  the  world.  Dur- 
ing the  nineteenth  century  Europe 
kept  knocking  at  the  door.  As  the 
result    of   the     first    opium   war,    1839- 
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1840,  five  ports  were  opened  ;  of  the 
second  opium  war,  i860,  further  open- 
ings were  effected  ;  and  of  the  Boxer 
movement,  1900,  the  Whole  Empire 
was  opened  to  European  and  Chris- 
tian influences. 

10.  As  a  result  the  country  is  now 
wide  open  to  missionaries,  and  the 
people  are  predisposed  to  accept  the 
Gospel.  Progress,  amounting  to  a 
peaceful  revolution,  is  taking  place  in 
all  directions — railways,  telegraphs, 
newspapers,  post-offices,  schools  and, 
ominously,  armies  and  battleships, 
and  the  whole  of  Christendom  is 
pressing  in  to  seize  the  opportunity. 

11.  A  unanimous  request  was  madi' 
to  the  Canadian  Church  in  1907  by 
the  Anglican  Communion  in  China  to 
establish  a  diocese  and  to  send  a 
Bishop.  This  was  unanimously  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  Board  of  Missions  in 
September,  1908  ;  was  acted  on  bv 
the  Board  of  Management  in  April, 
1909  ;  final  action  was  taken  on  it  by 
the  House  of  Bishops  in  October, 
1909  ;  the  province  of  Hon'an — popula- 
tion 35,000,000 — was  chosen  as  the 
Diocese,  and  the  capital  Kai  Feng  Fu, 
popidation  300,000,  as  the  See  ;  and 
Right  Rev.  Wm.  C.  White,  D.D.,  was 
consecrated  Bishop  in  St.  James' 
Cathedral,  Toronto,  St.  Andrew's 
Day,  Nov.  30th,   1909. 

(b)  There  are  no  representatives 
of  the  Anglican  Communion  in  the 
Province,  and  adjacent  to  the  capital 
is  a  district  with  3,000,000  souls 
which  will  be  left  entirely  to  our  care. 


12.  The  Mission  is  to  be  established 
on  an  educational  basis  with  a  view 
to  the  training  of  a  native  Church. 

13.  The  Woman's  Auxiliary  actively 
co-operating,  has  offered  to  support 
two  women  missionaries  at  the  out- 
set and  two  more  at  a  la?ter  period. 

14.  One  man  and  two  women  have 
already  been  chosen  : — G.  E.  Simmons 
of  Trinity  College,  Miss  Sedgwick  of 
Toronto  and  Miss  Robbins  of  Winni- 
peg. A  staff  of  four  native  workers  is 
in  readiness  and  steps  are  being  taken 
to  secure  a  lay  worker. 

15.  The  cost  of  the  undertaking  is 
$  1 2,000  for  the  first  year,  $5,000  for 
stipends  and  incidentals,  and  $7,000 
for  buildings  and  equipment. 

16.  The  plant  will  eventually  include 
20  acres  of  land,  outside  the  South 
Gate  near  the  railway  station,  three 
residences  for  missionaries,  Day 
Schools,  Boarding  Schools  for  boys 
and  girls,  which  will  be  mainly  self- 
supporting,  Normal  Schools  for  the 
preparation  of  Christian  teachers, 
men  and  women,  women's  schools  for 
the  training  of  Bible  women,  and  a 
Theological  College  for  native  Evan- 
gelists. This  large  scheme,  which 
will  only  be  developed  gradually,  may 
culminate  in  a  Provincial  Christian 
University,  as  the  other  Christian 
Communions  working  in  Honan  have 
united  to  welcome  us  cordially  into 
the  province  and  have  virtually  prom- 
ised that,  if  we  establish  an  ade- 
quately equipped  educational  Mission 
in  the  Capital,  they  will  not  dupli- 
cate that  work. 
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